—"HEAavens || 


ALARM 


VWORLD. || 
OR 


A SERMON, wherein t 5hewed, 
That Fearful 


Sights || 


| And Signs in Heaven, are the PRES A- 
GES of great CAL AMITIES at hand. 


Preached at the Lefure of Boſton in New-England; 


þ  A———_—_— 


9 >) __— RN - 
. 


| 

| Fanuary, 20, 1680, 

{ By Mt. INCREASE MATHER. || 

[ 

| The Second I/MPRESSJON. | 
| 


Rev, g. Ic Os And the third Angel ſounded, and there fell 
a great Star from heaven, burning as it were a Lamp, &C, 
Rev, 11, 14- behold, the third Wy cometh quickly. 


BOSTON IN NEW-ENGLAND, 
Printed for Samue} Sewall. And are to be ſold by | 
Foſerh Browning at the Corner of the Priſon- Zane 

Next the Town-Houſe. 16$ 2, | 


———_—_. 


hn 4 


> , &, oh, ob. ob, th, oÞ, $2 &8.&..0 
BAG HS LNOASERSSEENS 


—_— - 


—_ — —— _ 


SPE EEDDS ELEC 


B55 " 5 
wn 4 ups 


oF 
I 4. W 7) 
POS 


TO THE READER. 


Oncerning thoſe admirable ; andamazing 
works of God, which are by us called 
Comets, as under a Phyſical and Mathemas 
tical Conſideration, there are many that 

| have publiſhed their Sentiments, and 

ſome to good purpoſe and edification, The ſcope of 
the enſuing diſcourſe, is only ( that being moſt pro= 
per for one under my circumſtances) to make a Theg- 
logical Improvement thereof, There are that do pro- 
pound this inquiry, Zow many Comets bath the world 
taken notice of ſixce the fir ff Creation? Which is indeed 

Queſtion that no mortal living is able to givea full and 

certain anſwer unto, It is true that ſundry learned 

and worthy Writers ( eſpeciall Zavater and Alfed) 
have attempted to give us the Hiſtory of Comets, nor 
bath their labour been wholly in vain or unprofitable, 

Inthe Authors but now mentioned (though others give 

us a larger account )) We donot read of aboye eleven 

Blazing Stars, in thoſe Ages ( for about four thouſand 

years ) that were before the Incarnation of the Son of 

God : Doubtleſs there were more ; but the Records 

of thoſe times are very imperfe&t, ſo that we cannot 

ſay , when they appeared , or by whom obſerved; 

The number of Comets ſeen theſe laſt 1680. years, is 

judged to be about 158. Some (peak of a farr greater 

number, but ethers queſtion whether there have been 
ſo many, inaſmuch as diverſe appearances of the ſame 
A 3 Comes 


To the Readey. 


Comet have been fet down by Hiſtorians as if they had Fe 
be=n ſo many diſtin Comets, Such Stars ( for ſo ra-$w6 
ther than Meteors have the Obſervations of later times}Juc 
evinced them to be ) have ever been accounted Omz-Ehe 
n0us Preſages of great mutations and miſeryes comingſÞpla 
upen the world. Sb did the wiſe men amongſt the the 
Gentiles of old ( a) their Orators, Poets, Philoſophers Þec 
An 

(a) Ab ultima antiquitatis memoria notatum ef} Cometas got 
ſemper cal amitatum prenuncios fuifſe, Cicer. de nat , Deor, he 


Lib, 2. : ; ng 
diri tottes arſere Comets, VIrg, ſha) 
E: terrjs nunquam fheaclum impune Comete, qIs £ 


Claudian, pea 
———Luando note Comet.:, | 
Sangiunet Ingubre rubent. - — 


everefteemof them, And the obſervation hath heen 
ſadly verified, by the experience of latter Ages ; con- 
ſonant to. the holy Scriptures of Truth, where (both in 
the Old Teſtament and in the New) Prodigious Sights 
and Signs in the heavens are mentioned as the preſages | (l 
of great Calamityes, Some objeCt that after the blaz- J3ri 
ing Star, Anno, 1097. Avery fertile proſperous year JCl: 
followed, but they forget that the next year a direful #0 
Plague raged inthe World, Others object that Wicks 
liffs and Luthers Reformations, had Comets to procede 
them, But (to ſay nothing of the Warrs and fatal 
changes which in thoſe dayes hapned in diverſe parts of 
the' World ) twoor three exceptions do not invalidate 
the truth ofa general Afﬀertion. If ſuch ſigns are com- 
monly Preſages of ſore Calamityes , that's enough to 
awaken men ovt of their Lethargyes, though now and 
then, once inan hundred times it ſhould happen to be 
otherwayes, which yer remains to be demonſtrated, 
As for their notion who think that Comets are ſigns that 
the 
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24 Fhe 1ight of the Goſpel ſhall be further diſperſed in the 
-2-.kvorld, or that they portend mercy tothe Church, and 
1esfſudgement to others only ; it is to. be wiſhed that 
17. Fhere were a ſolid foundation for ſuch a.conceipt : But 
ngÞþlas ! Diviſions amongſt the Lord's profeſling People 
he Fhemſelves, and great Perſecutions haye oftentimes 
rs ſþcen the fatal conſequents of ſuch portentous ſigns. 
\nd if publick calamities come npon-the world, it is 
145 ot to be expe&ed but that the Lord's People , whilſt 
or, they are mixed amongſt others ( and too much partak+ 
ng with them in their fins) living inan evil world, will 
ſhare their ſhare therein. It hath ever been ſo,- and 
is ever like to be ſo, until tbe ſon of the Son of Man ap- 
ear. 
. As for the Blazing Star, which hath occaſioned this 
preſent Diſcourſe, It was a terrible hgh indeed, eſpe- 
cially abour the middle of December laſt, the ſtream of 
-n Much a ſtupendous magnitude, as that few men now 
n= fliving ever beheld the like, That in the year, 1618. 
in $Was looked upon as very prodigious (6) yet the ra- 
ts diant Locks of it were not at firſt 
23 | (b) Ziforyof great though at laſt extended above 45. 
2- {Brittain, Pag. 128. degrees in length, whenas this 
ar {Clark's Zxample, was about 60, degrees, Yet I 
ul $0. 2. P. 256, cannot ſay there neyer was any ſo 
be diſmal ſince the world began, for 
le I have read of diverſe no leſs fear- 
118 (c) Nat, Queſt, full. Seneca (c) ſpeaketh of a 
of Lib. 7, C. 15,16, Comet whoſe magnitude was equal 
with that of the Sun : And of ano- 
ther that prodigiouſly diffuſed ig ſelfoyer the Fia lates ; 
and of another very formidable, after which Zelice 
ind Buris, Citves in Achais perifhed by a fearful Inun- 
dation, That which appeared Anno Chriſti, 1452. 
(4) was. above $0, degrees in 
tf (4) Tefc Nauy length, Writers ſpeak of ſome 
clero., Blazing 
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Blazing Stay that bath been attended with a much lon.Þ0!1 
zer ſtream ; Yea, of one that was go, and another thatſts 
was 130, degrees. Nevertheleſs, one ſo fearful taſthi 
behold as this, hath rarely been known : And with4ex 
out controverfie ſome great thing is portended there4dc 
by. * 1 ſeelittle reaſon to conclude, that it is an OmeaPe 
of happy dayes to the wo11d untill God hath made way git 
for mercy by great [udgements, - Eſpecially confider{(b 
3ng, that we are fallen into the dregs of time, whereirſpr: 
thedayes muſt and ſhall be perilous. 1t was long fincdpli 
7  _  (e) conjectured, that in the Ageyg( 2 

(e) Keckerm. . more -immediatly preceding thq pr 
Phyſ. »bi de Cometzs, day of Judgement, Comets and 04 Di 
p. mihi 1697. _ ther fearful-Sights ſhould be morg afl 
' Mains de exufti- frequent than formerly, as intimay be 
ene Mundj. 1, '2. tions of the- great and amazing} ne 
C, 10. Revolutions in thoſe Ages to bg ne 
| © accompliſhed. It willnotbelong ſe: 
before the ſecond Wo Trumpet hath dene.its work fo! 
and then the third Wo will come quickly. The Lorg C] 
grant that we may be acccunted worthy to ſtand beforg al 
the Son of Man at His coming, ' - of 


The learned and judicious Zoff fu 

(f) De Origine, pinian (f) writes: that Annof ly 
templorum, P.' 59. 729, There was a Comet ſeen firlf an 
| - in the Faſt, in the Morning, ang of 
afterinthe Weſt in the Evening ( juſt as with dur pre w: 
ſent Blazing Star) £naſs Orienti mul & Occidenti mag lic 
alicujus mali Praſagi, We have cauſe to fear that th} 4 
Comet ſo appearing deth preſage and portend gre4 fh 
Calamityes both to the Eaſt and the Weſt, h,e.. to thi ec 


World in General, That ſome notable day ofthe Lorf ( 
is at hand, when ſuch Signsappear, we may believe] di 

Hence are they called (g) Predigiy 0 
ſg) V. Melchior Fun a Preoftendendo, becauſe they ſhew { 


Orat Par, 1, p. 425- before hand that ſomething Rema 
abl 


ONe 


T's tH1 RH? 
is 4 cihing, Further then this T would flet ge 2s 
out to determine ; only we may modeſtly conje ture ay 


thatfto particular events like to happen; I have evey 
| toſthought it unwarrantable, for men, net a&ed by an 


ith 
re 
me 
Wa 
ler 
el 


nce 


ge 


the 


I © 


Ore 


Na 
Ins 
\ by 
ng 
TK 
DI 
Ire 


extraordinary Spirit , tomake particular and poſitive 
determinations concerning the Judgements ( or the 
Perſons eminently concerned therein ) by ſuch. Prodi- 
zie menaced, The great Ade]anbon hath been thought 
(by ſome great (b) Authors) to 

proceed ſomething too far in ap- (h) Poetim in. 
plications of this nature, Peucerus Diſp. de Sign. 

( Melanihoy's Son in Law ) ex- 

prefleth 'himſelf more warily, in his Teratoſcopie, of 
Diſcourſe about Divination from fearful Sights, Yet he 
affirms that when ever great changes in the world have 
been near, prodigious Sights have been the forerun- 
ners thereof; and that unuſual Sights are ſeldam or 
never known to have hapned without great and miſe- 
ſerable changes attending them, Only it is poſſible 
for particular Perſons and places through faith in 
Chriſt, and in a way of humble Repentance, to obtain 
a lengthening out of their tranquility, The Gentiles 
of old (i) when they beheld fear- 


off full Sights in Heaven, would preſent- (7) Akexand, ab 
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r 

ne 
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ly betake themſelves to their Prayers Alex. 1. 5,c., 27. 
and Piacular Sacrifices ( in imitation Cel:us Rodegi.1,3, 
of whom idolatrous Papiſts have been Cc, 27. 

wont in like caſes to go to their Re- 

liques, Amulets, Preceſlions, ©c,) that fo evils 0mz. 
#4ted thereby, might ( if poſſible ) be averted. And 
ſhall not Profeſſours of the true Religion, be awaken- 
ed by ſuch awful works of God, to gounte Jeſus Chriſt 
( our only Sacrifice) and to pray earneſtly that impen- 
ding wrath may be removed, and the mercy of Heaven 
obtained ? Shall we not be humbled, as for 0 


Sins, 
ſo for that, of not kearkning to His VVord = 
von pt Wwe: 
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tempt whereof provoketh him to ſpeak by fearf, 
Sights and Signs from Heaven, which ſeems to be the 
(4) meaning of that Scripture , 42ÞÞ* 
(k) Strigelimn 2, 19, The Lord is many wayes'cal 
& Tofauus ad ling upon men, torepent, andpray 
Locum. and get into the Ark befere the Flood 
come, Indeed we ſhould not be dif. 
mayed at the Signs of Heaven, nevertheleſs (as. that 
Emperor ſaid ) We ought to fear that God who hath mad: 
thi blazing ftar, Surely, we have cauſe to ſpeak 4 
as ſometimes the Pſalmiſt did, My fleſh trembles fo 
fear of thee, and 1 am afraid of thy Fudgements, 
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Lok. 21, I ——— Fearful 


Sights, and great Signs 
ſhall there be from Heaven. 


HE Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ha- 
ving told his Diſciples 
that great Calamityes 
were —_— upon Je- 
ruſalew, and vpon the 

Tewiſh Nation; they enquire when thoſe 
things ſhould core to paſs, and what 


Signs ſhould. precede and prefgge the 
JueEpwents .. 


w—_ Freaven's Alarm 


Judgements predited. This we ce inj 


the 7th. Verlc of this Chapter, They asked}"* 


Flim, ſaying, Maſter, but when ſhall theſe! 
vzhings be : and what Sign will there be whes, 
theſe things fhall come to paſs? In Anſwer 


umo which Enquiry, the Lord Chriſt 


doth in this Context mention ſeveral 


things, ſome of which were to be more 


remote, and others more immediate Signs | 


of that miſerable Deſtruion, which the 
ſacred and unerring lips of Chriſt had 
foretold. 1. Falſe Chriſts would ariſe, 
FP. 8. Many ſhall come in my Name, ſaying, 
Tam Chrift, &c, The Jews had rejected 
the.crue Meſhah , therefore God would 
puniſh them with falſe Chriſts, as an inti- 
mation that the dayes of vengeance were 
coming upon the Nation for that Sin of 
theirs. The Apoſtle F#hn ( Chriſt's be- 
loved Diſciple ) doth imitate his Maſter 
in mentioning the ſame thing as a Sign 
that the Jewiſh World was near unto its 
end, 1 70h.2.18, 7here are many Anti- 
chriſts b h. e. falſe Chriſts, ſuch as came 

 Mede's Works, F, 818, 872» in Chriſt's 

% Name, 


( 
la 


d)! 


5; IName, 7. e. that pretended unto his Office; 
Dignity, and Authority z and "thereby, 


eſe 
{1 v 
iſt 


al 


a lat time ; {c. the Jewiſh State, both Civil 


To the Werld. ; 


(faich the Apoſtle, /) we know that it is-the 


and Eccleſiaſtical, was come unto the laſt 
hour: The Period of the Jewiſh World 


Ce 
Js 


was at hand.; And the Hiſtoryes of thoſe 


[times ſpeak of one Theudas, and others; 


that pretended to be Chrifts, and that 
the River Jordan ſhould give way to thema 
as once it did to Joſbuah; ſo that a multi- 
tude of filly Jews were ſeduced,8& perſwa- 
ded'to follow them.unto their owfi'defttu- 
ion. 2. Another Sjgn' mentioned, is 
that of Warres, and Comtrotions, Y. 9, 
When you shal hear of Wars and Commuti- 
ons, be not terrified: for theſe things muſt 
firſt tome to paſs, but the end # nat by & by. 
This may be underſtood of thoſe 1nteftrne 
Warres and Commeitions, which bapned in 
the Land of Jades. The Galileans took 
up ArmsS/againſt the Samaritans,  'At'c 
one times in a Mutin : 
there were twenty Thou: s neg 
ſand ſlain. Theſe were De Belo Jud, þe 2, 
Commotions, which cauſed COA 


a great 


= , en's Alarm 

reat noiſe and conſternation amongſtho 
<A eſpecially amongſt thoſe of tha 
Jewiſh Nation) in thoſe dayes, HenceP4 
that which is by Luke expreſſed by Warsth 
and Commotions, is by Mark called 7rou-fvi 
bles ; and by Matthew, Wars and Rumors off,, 
Wars, And theſe things hapned abouth,; 
twenty years before the final deſtrutionk 
of Feruſalens, and fatal overthrow of thek;, 
Fewiſb Nation ; therefore was it ſaid, The, 
exd tis not by and by, 3. Another Sign is}, 
that mentioned in'the 10th. Y. Nationſ,, 
Shall riſe up againſt Nation, and Kingdom. 
* Joſeph. de Bello againſt A ingaom. * Soh, 
Judaico, Zib, 2, indeed it came to pals, 
C-19-20,21 when the Jewish Nationſ 
roſe up againſt the Romane Nations andh, 
their Neighbouring Nations, Syrians, Sa-þy; 
paritans, 8c. roſe againſt them. In thoſe 
dayes the Land of J#dea was divided into 
ſeyeral Provinces, which did bear the 
.names of Xinzdems, and the chief Goyer- 
nours ofthem are according to the Hebrew 
Style, called Xings, being the'Vice-Roys 


— 
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.Irbich the Rowane Empcrours did ſubſti- 
tute t0 
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>{tFo be over thoſe places.. See 1 Xing. 22, 
he47. Hence we read of King Herod, King 
cefl4grippa, &c. d& NOW , o.:. & Ly 
5hhe people of theſe Pro- 'cas Brugenfis 3 
#u-fvinces were ſet one againſt Matth, 24. 7. 


Nanother ; therefore it is ſaid, Kingdom Yhal 
utyiſe up againſt Kingdom. All theſe trou- 
MNÞles were forerunners and Intimations of 
Nthe faral Calamity a coming, and did help 
be 0 make way thereunto. 4. There were 
tobe great Earth-(Quakes in divers Places, 
In the beginning of this Verſe, Such 
Mihings are uſually ſigns of Divine Anger, 
>Oknd fo portentous of great Changes and 
5fCalamitycs: the Intimations of State- 
ME) .uakes, yea of Nation- Quakes. Hiſtori- 
1Uhns (peak of very tremendoſe Earthquakes 
G hich hapned in diverſe places f whereby 
] 


to f Sex 6irciter anxos, ante Urbzs excidium, tres A 

be fix clariſſimas urbes, Terre-motu everſas eſſe, teſta- 
tur Orelius, L, 7, Tacitus ſcribit, ſub Tiberia 

I-j Neron?, duodecim civitates in Alia Terre-motu col- 

wi lapſes efle : Ac denuo in quints ejus regni anno, tre« 

ys decin urbes Terra-motu cecidiſſe, 

He 


Vide Bertram. i Matth; %. 
0 ſeye 
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'G Heaven's Alarm 
ſeyeral famous. Cities periſhed, not longD 
before Feruſalem was deſtroyed. 5. Fa 
wines. Probably that Predition dot 
reſpe& the ſame Famine which 4gabnt 
propheficd of, A&. 11.28. Under whicFo 
the Land of Fudea ſuffered deeplyfehi 
Whence it was that the Apoſtle Paul wayW 
very ſollicirous ro obtain ſome Relief fofof 
the Chriſtian Jews then at Jeruſaleys, 6th: 
- Peſtilences, Theſe two Judgements, ( Liffuc 
208 kat Loimoz, as in the Greek it is ele 
gantly expreſſed ) of Famine, and PeſtAart 
lence, do often go together, the latter fol 
lowing at the heels of the former, and bey/7 
ing occaſioned thereby, -7. Fearful $ightyth: 
and great Signs in Heaven : which argbe 
the words now before us ro conſider offna 
Fearful Sights ] Gr. Phobetra Þ Terri\pa 
culamenta : 7] Such Sights as ſtrike aterroſ(#2 
into the hearts of men tha are the Speaſ#! 
tors of them. Signs from Feaven ] vis) H 
Prodigious Signs, Theſe things ar thi 
mentioned as the more immediate Preſay as 
ges of thoſe Miſeryes that were coming./n 
upon” Feruſalem, with the whole JewishO 
- NaUon, Do& 
| ORE tg 
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n4Do&. '7hat Prodigious awful. Sights and 
al Signs in Heaven, are oftentimes, the 
YU Preſages of great Calamity coming 
Mt =_ the World. 

For the further clearing of this Do&rine, 
lykhree things may ve enquired into. | Is 
741W hat Sights and Signs are, the Preſages 
ofof Calamity? 3. How it doth appear 
S]that they are ſo? 3. What Calamityes 
"ſuch Signs do commonly preſage ? 

le} Q. t. What Sizhts and Signs in Heaven 
Are Preſages of Calamity ? 

Ji Anſ. 1, There are Signs in the ſtarry 
c4Zeaven, The great God, when he made 
the World, placed the Stars in Heaven, to 
rqbe for Signs as to Eyents that in the ordi- 
zf]nary Courſe of Nature ſhould come to 
paſs. Gen. 1. 14. God ſaid, Let there be 
offizhts inthe Firmament of heaven, 4nd itt 
a{tbems be for Signs. They are for Signs of 
24 Heat and Cold, wet and dry Seaſons, and 
rdthe like, Hence the Lord ſpake to Fob, 
Jas in Ch. 38. 31. Canſt thou bind the ſweet 
1g /nfluences of Pleiades, or looſe the bands of 
sFOrion 2 The Pleiades are the fame with 
Q Fe: _ thoſe. 
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thoſe which men call the Sever StarresJth 
When the Sun is in that Conſtellationſw 
with the Pleiades, it hath great power andſu 
Influence upon the Earth, It is Springyw 
time then. As for 0707 f itis a Winterſfo 
f See 2ry, Conſtellation, cauſing Coldfth 
Caryl en Job, whereby the pores of the carrlYLe 
35. 31. arebound. Itbinds the Earthag 
from bearing Fruir, and as it were bindJtui 
the hands of Men from Iabour in theifrai 
particular Callings. When that ConJſu' 
Rellation appears in the Evening ( as if of 
doth in the ninth Moneth ) 'tis a fignfto 
that the Earth ſhall be bound, as hath binfrre 
expreſſed. Yea, and ir is a ſign thaythi 
Storms and tempeſtuous ſeaſons are to bgſo; 
expected.. Therefore was it by the Poet are 
called Nimboſus Orion. And hence th Co; 
Stars are called by the name of the" Sign wh 
of heaven, Jer, 10, 2. Learn not the way off is } 
the heathen, and be not diſmayed at the Signſof 
of heaven. Which words may well be unj der 
derſtood concerning the Stars and Cony por 
ſtcllations inthe heavens. 2 For the Heafſ the 


£ Ita locuminterpretantur R2b, Solomon Jarchi, & gxill the! 
Lyranus. YVoetius Diſp.ſelet, Par. 2, P, $923, 


the 
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then, the Chaldeans eſpecially ( among 
whom the Jews were then going to dwell) 
ſuperſtitiouſly imagin'd that -the Stars 
were Rulers of the World, and did there- 
r{fore ſtand in fear of them, and worſhip 
dithem z which ,heatheniſh Idolatry the 
ryLord doth caution and charge his People 
Hagainſt, The Stars of Heaven are for na- 
dg tural Signs. - Their Motions and Appea- 
1Jrances are fignifications that ſuch and 
N 
; 


BW = 


ſuch things, will according to that Courſe 
9 of Nature, which God hath. ſetled, come 
mto paſs inthe World. There arc alſo ex- 
N 1r40rdinaery Stars, ſometimes appearing in 
a9 the Heavens. God in his Providence doth 
q1ſo order, as that ſometimes, Blazing Stars 
ef are ſeen in heaven. Such Sters are called 
q Comets, from the ſtream like long Hair, 
I which uſeth ro attend them. Such a Star 
"lis P rodigions, anda F earful Stg ht. And 
4 of this may the words of the Text be un- 
i derſta9d. The Fewiſh 8 Hiſtorian re- 
ports, that not long before 
4 the deftrution of Jeraſalews, 


£ Warres of 
Athere was a Plazing Starre in 
65 oat B 


ewWs; 1 7.c12 


form 
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form ofa +Sword; which: ſeemed to 1m 
\pefid oveb'the City, fora Year together 
*Fhis ntw was a fearful Sight, and a gree{h: 
'Sien from Heaven, | | di 
'' +2 "There are fearful Sights and Signy ar 
appearing in the 4ir,-ſomerimes in thy 5} 
lower heayen, which we move & breathg zi 
in. 'Prodigious Meteors ate ſometimey 4 
ſeen there. And ſtrange Appearances /z 
Which are Cither ſeen, or heard ſpeaking þ/ 
Of theſe fearful fights and ſigns, is thy le 
"Text likewiſe to be interpreted. Joſephus d 
Telates, that before the Rermane Army dey D 
ſtroyed Feruſalem, there were ſeen in'thq D 
Air, Iron Chariots, and Souldiers in bat} d 
'rel arayz and: in the night time, a -greay it 
Light appearcd in the Temple, for half and p 
-hour togerher, with as much brightneſs ay 
'iF it had been'noon day; atid a, Voice'wag C 
heard ſaying, Let us be gone from hence. | tl 
' Qu. 2: How doth it appear - that ſuch] (c 
Fearful Sights are Preſazes of Calamityes| (1 
.coming.upon the yYorld ? tl 
-:- An(+4; The Scripture is clear for this te 
The Texc before is nos. 
; ls - CIA4re nc 
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# no leſs. And the Prophet Joel foretelling 
the ſame Calamityes which this Text 
e4 hath reference unto, ſaith alſo, that pros» 
| digious Signs in heaven ſhBuld prefago 
mJ and portend them. Foel, 2. 30, 31, Twill 
hy chew Wonders in the heaven. Truly, Bla- 
hy zing Stars are Wonders in the heaven. 
ey 4nd in the Earth, blood, and fire, and pil- 
$9 lars of ſmoke before the great 12d the terrt- 
gy ble Day of the Lord come. When Jeruſa- 
hg lem was deſtroyed, and the Jewish ſtate 
| diſſolved, that was a great and notable 
cy Day of the Lord, a Type of the great 
ng Day of Jadgement. Wonders, even pro- 
digious and amazing Signs ſhould precede 
al it. A very learncd Z and judicious Inter- 
I preter conceiveth that the _ 
ay Hebrews of old did uſe to call = SE 
. YI, O- 4437 
2g Comets, or Blazing Stars by 
that'name of 4 Pillar of Smoke, becauſe 
ſometimes they appear like Pillars of 
ed ſmoke; and thar therefore when ir is ſaid, 
there ſhall be Pillars of ſmoke before the 
terrible Day ofthe Lord; the true mea- 
mng and intendment of thofe Expreffions 
at's B 2 is, thas 


that Comets ſhould precede and preſage 
rhe:miſeryes coming upon'the Few!sh Na- 
tion,” Yea;'the Scripture infortts us, thar 
Ftarfal Sights and Signs in heaven, (hall 
precede the Great and General Day 'of 
Judgement, as Preſages thereof. Luk, 
21.25. There shal{ be Signs in the Farres : 
meaning thar ſuch things ſhould be obſer- 
ved among the Stars in heaven, as would 
be a Sign that Chriſt's coming to Judge 
the World, did approach. Wheretore 
in Verſe 28, it is ſaid, When theſe things 
come 10 paſs, then look up, and lift np your 
heads, for your Redemption draweth nigh. 
The Day of Judgement, is a Day of Re- 
demption, and is lo called in other Scrip=, 
tures, Epheſ. 4-309. Then (hall rhe Bo-. 
dies of rhe Saires be redeemed from the: 
power of the Grave; and both Bodies and. 
Souls, redeemed from all Eyils of fin and 
of ſuffering. ' Rem. 8.23. 1Cor. 1.30. 
Ar the RefarreRion, inthe laſt Day, will 
the'great Redemprion be to the: Saintsof- 
God, and rhe-greateſt Milerycs, to .the- 
Wick that zycc were thought of, - Ang 
lens 


& 
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To the World, >, ,.13 
Signs in heayen ſhall precede therg\.,vAnd 
hence it is, that Fearful Sights axe called 
$i2ns in the Scripture y, it.is partly on this 
account; -in thar they. are Signs that-the 
Lord is coming forth: out of his holy ha- 
bitation, to puniſh the World for their 
Iniquityes- 

2. The Experience of many Ages doth 
bear witneſs to the truth of this Do- 
Arine. If the Scripture were ſilent about 
this matter, the Experience both of for- 
mer and later Ages doth ſufficiently and 
ſadly confirm the Truth in hand. Hence 


:|an & heathen Writer could ſay, If God be 
.| about to punish a City or a Nation, He s wont 
\fir## to give warning of it by Prodigyes, by 
'|S1gns 

*|ſo, that when ſtupendous Signs go before, 


rom heaven. And commonly it 1s 


ſtupendous Judgements follow after. 
Soine {| have written large Volumes con» 


& Cum Deus puniturus ſit gentem vel urbem, Predigijs 


: | id\priusſolet ſognificare,” Herod, 1, 6. Lege Melchioris 


Juni) Orat, Par. 1. $4425 - ( ly Conradus Lycolthenes 


* | Librum edidit in quo omnja collegit Prodigia, que ab exor= 
»|dio mundj offenſe ſunt; Zanch: 


« be 84turk Dei, þ. 414. 
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cerning the Fearful Sights, which have at 
ſeveral times arid paers been obſcrved. in 
the World ; andthe ſudgements and Mi- 
ſeryes which have followed. 

3. Many times ſuch fearful Sights are 
tokens of God's Anger ; which is another 
Reaſon why they are called Sjzns, as be- 
ing Signs of the Anger of God : Signs 
that flaming Vengeance 1s kindled, and|- 
burning in Heaven againſt alinfulWorld, 
Now when God is angry, then Publick 
Judgements come, as Teſtimonyes of Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure. Perſonal 'AMiQions 
are not alwayes Evidences of God's An- 
ger, as weſee in Job: but Pablick Tudge- 
ments are eyer wont to be ſo. * *Tis 
thought that the ninctieth Pſalm was pen- 
ned by Moſes on occaſion of a publick 

udgement, the Plague which broke in 
upon the Children of 7ſ-ael, and ſwept 
away many Thouſands of them: And 
faith he, .We are.conſumed by thy Anger, & 
by thy Wrath are we troubled, V.'5.- Sc 
that if Publick Judgements come, God is 
angry, and his Wrath kindled:: 'He - 


vv 4a =_ Aa Ao << ow py_we 


 @dc«rd _ <£© i . a A oo £m Htwufk©C Dla£t7/ 


To the World. . I5 


by them teſtify, and power down his righ- 


tcous Diſpleaſure from Heaven, Inaſ* 
much then as fearful Sights are Tokens of 
God's Anger, they are Preſages of great 
and publick Calamities. As the Rarnbow 
( though a natural Sign) is a token of Di- 
vine Favour; fo are prodigious Sights 


Tokens of Divine Anger. 


4+ Theſe fearful Sights are many times * 
Preſages of thoſe things which make way 
for great Changes and Calamityes to | 
come upon the World. They are often- 
times ( Blazing Stars ® in a more ſpeci- 
al manner are (0) the Preſages of the death 
of great z yea, and of worthy Men. - Is 
not. the fatal downfal of Auguſtulms (the 
laſt Reman Emperour) in the Scripture 
emblemarically ſer forth , by rhat of a 
Blazing Star n falling to the ground.? 


m Damaſcen, 1, 2. c.6. Ifidor, 1, 3, Etymol, 
w— ——— crinmtimend: + 


Syderis, © terris mutaniem regns Cometam. Lucan, 
Anna 1471. .ardet Cometa: Hoc anno multi Principes 

moriuntur, Anno 1477. multi Princoges objerunt, Alſted. 
s Mede js Apoc, $8. 10; 
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Revs $: +0: Thire fell a great har from hrap® 
ven, burving avit werea lemp; Iris reene Pf! 
ceiyed, that- the ruine of "Aupyſtunias (des P* 
throned by Odoacer the Herslian, wigfigs:1c4 
nified by thofe words;' and that he'is/re>* 
ſcmbled to that ſort of Comers, which is 
called Lampadias. And when there 'is a- 
Star burning and blazing in heaven, com- 
monly It proves fatal to ſome Auguſtulus z 
whence great Changes & miſeryes enſue. 
Yea, the Death cf worthy ( as well - as- 

| great ) Perſonages, is ſometimes porten--ſh: 
ded by ſuch Signs. A little before great {m 
Conſtantine's death, a blazing Star appea= Im 
red, and infinite miſeryes followed, -; In {rr 
the Year ® 1556, a Comet ( then yul- fw 
þ 


, garly called a fiery Bees 
Ec. on _ ſom ; was ſeen Jo ſoon 
Nig tas Cpormoone!'s after, many learned, uſc- 

"Po... ful, wonhy Mn dyed; Jo 
whoſe death w:.s an gnſpeakable- loſs:and JC 
miſery to rhe places where they had jived. fh 

ſe, 3+.bat. Calamityes do fuck l 
fearfe Sights aud Siens in heaven: prefage4 C 
Anſ.. . We mult not be particulagiand” YC 
WET'E 6 19Þ | politive 
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:Jpoſuivei Interprecations-of things gf % 
 hisnature.! When .a: feartub Sighy apes 
s Ipcars.in heaven, which-the whotke Wortd*” 
@.jcannotbut rake notice of, now to-make gs: 
z:]particular and. abſolute determination © p9: : 
s {bat ſuch a Place, orſuch'a+ , , yt” * 
-{Pcrſon, ſach a Judgement, Dip.” de Signi, © 
js certainly intended there- ©* 91993037. 
3-Jby, is too much boldneſs. In general, 
/ . © 
'» Jwe may ſafely ſay, that there1s juſt canfe 
$-jto*expeR thar great Calamityes axe at - 
--{hand : bur whac Perſons or Places ſhall, 
t {more eminently fall under thoſe Judge- 
= {mentrs, is not for us to deterfnine ; bur we 
1 


{muſt leave that with God,who beſt knows 
what himſelf intends to do. 

» | This being premiſed, we proceed in 
1 JAnſwering the Enquiry before us. 7 
- |. 1. Sometimes ſuch Signs are Preſages 
; got great Perſecutions coming upon rhe 
| Church of God; The Lord in mercy to 
« {his People, giverh them Tach lfr'rrr <8] | 
 fthar ot they miay-prepire for whaty'a - 
coming, or mike hafteto enter into the '. 
-IChambersof ſafety,” as ir were fora lirtle 
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| moment, till the Indignation be overpaſt. 


Nero's bloudy Perſecution had a Blazing 
Star to precede it, "Che ſame is true con- 


cerning the Arian Hereſy and perſecution; 


that flood ſpoken of in the Revelation, 
which the Dragon caſt out of his mouth, 


and whereby the Woman, the Church, 


fled into the Wilderneſs, was in eminent 

danger of being {yallowed up and deyou- 

red, Rev. 12.15, | 
2. Sometimes ſuch Signs in heaven 


are Preſages of miſerable Dearths and 


Scarcity, That Blazing Star impending 
over Jeruſalem, which the Text hath refe- 
rence. unto, was attended with a terrible 
Famine, whereby multigudes periſhed q , 
And therefore, ſuch Signs are frequently 
portemous of thoſe Judgements, which 


q Inthe Years after Chrif, $76. 948. 964. there were 


Blazing Stars ſeen, preſaging Famines © other Fudgements, | 


In. Annis 574, 675, 676. Comets appeared, .and ſore 


Droughts followed : In ſome Countryes it rained not for, 


3 Tears togetber. The like Miſeryes followed vhe Comet 
Anno 1477 In Annis 594. 1527+ 1542, Comets were 
ſeen, aud Armies of Locyſts followed, devouring the Fruits 

of the Earth, 


0 cauſe 
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Jcavſe, Want and ſcarcity ; e. gr. of ſore 
Droughts and Blaſtings, and the multi- 
plication of noxious Creatures that de- 
ſtroy the Fruits of 'the Earth. Alf which 
particulars T could confirm unto you by 
approved Hiſtory, which declareth how 
{they have all bcen prelaged by Blazing 
- Stars in heaven. Rb #41 hog 
| 3- Lamentable Deaths and DeſtruQi. 
ons amongſt Men, have been oftentimes' 

a | preſaged by ſuch Sights in heayen. $ud-" 
44 den and amazing, Rulnes, by r Farth- 
p | quakes, by Inundations, by Fire, and the 
c 


like awfvll Viſitarions, have, been thereby 
portended, Eſpecially deſtruftions by 
morrak and* contagious *Diſcaſes. © That 
7 | firange Diſcaſe, known, by the name of 


h r IntheYears 66, 78, 79, 'and668. Comets appeared, 
after which, terrible Earthquakes bapned in many Places, 
©F| Annis 377, 912, 1530. there were blazing flars appea- ' 
«f ring; and Inundatiens followed in diverſe places. Quickly 
ON after the Comes Anno 882. the famous City of Trigrs. was 
TY burnt tothe ground: = Aled." ubj ſupra.. Memay ehbile, 
TY fuis Portentum: Terre-moius And" 1618. quayde ruing. 
ef montis, qu2"torum Oppi dim" plurium; © Yicus Schilanus 
SY cam'goo Homjnibus oppreſ/a.” Re” 


Sudoy: 


” 
4 
3 Fj  ? 
, $ wu 


w FHetvini Mm = 
Sauder: 4 velicanus, which in- 2 peculiat 
manner:purſued thoſe of the Zuzleh Nati- 


on, even when in ſtrange Lands; whence 


they were dreadedin all places where they 


came, there was Blazing Star that did 


ecede it. Eſpecially that which is, of 
all Diſeaſes miſerable Mortals are” ſubje& 
unto, the moſt terrible; I mean the Plague 


of Peſtilence, $ it is frequently thus preſa-. 
ged.. Such Sights are Heaven's Alarm 
to a ſinful World, togive notice that God. 
hath bent his Bow, and made his Arrows- 
ready, and that if Sinners turn not, the. 
Arrows of Peſtilence and Death ſhall fall 

down upon them {peedily. This might | 


be confirmed by a multitude of Inſtances ; 


bur it needs not. Our own Experience is . 
enough. ' We cannot but rememember | 
the- BlaXing Star that was ſeen” but 16 


s Anwd 1457. Comets quem nigrum appellahant, appa- * 
ruit, ſecata e37 Peſt diuturnſpr, Anno 147%... Duo, Co-: | 
mere :.Peftia adeo ſavijty ut Cogngii proxinis deſereremt fubs, 
Ideys zotteys Zibro, - Anno 1006.,.Comatas ghen: Peftis ** 


þ 


excepir, ut vivi cum mortui ſepelirentur :. mulg Oppide 


ape exbanfee 
I Years 
on oo. 
_— e* , oy 
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Years 0f, anda terrible Plaque follow- 
ed; 10 thar.in ur own Nation;:near-upor 
an hundred thouſand, were ſwept away.int 
one City, and in-one. Year: : -Andirisre= 
ported, that immediately after thar great” 
Blaziag Starre, which appeared .abovye: 
threeſcore years ago, God ſent the Plagat? 

r amongſt the Natives in this Land, 
which ſwept them away in, 
{ſuch multitudes, as that the ge', Deſcription 
living were not enough to of New-Engl.: *- . 
'\ bury the dead. So did the "27 + 
'] Lord caſt out the Heathen before this his 
IPcople, that the way might thereby be 
Jprepared unto our more peaccable ſertle- 
gment here, The Lord in mercy grant, 

that we_ may never, .by becoming like un- 
to the Heathen. in Profaneneſs and Irreli- 

gion, provoke Him te do unto us, as He 
ath done ugto them. 
4+ Such fearful. Sights. and Signs in 
Jhcaven, are uſual Preſages of War among 
*+Jthe Nations, and ſo of thoſe Devaſtations 
JandDefolarions which the Sword.leaverh , 
Jbctitnd ir. Prodigycs on the E4rzh doe.: 
by ſometimes 


F 
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ſometimes betoken War and Bloodſhed,} 


2:King; 3-22. And Signs in Heaven do 
no lels,. Thus in my Text, the Romane 
Sword, which made the Jewiſh Nation 
delolare ( according to Daniel's Prophely 
Blazing Star in heayen. # 

And when Alaricus the Goth made ſuch a 
terrible Irruption upon the Rowane Em- 
pire, like a ſtorm of Hail, and Fire, and 
Blood, Rev. 8.7. Blazing Stars in heaven 
preceded thoſe Calamityes- When 4t- 
tila, who they fay, called himſelf # lagel- 
lum Dei, God's Whip, to ſcourge the 
World for their Wickednefs, 'when he 
was armed to be the Executioner of divine 
Vengeance upon the Fatth, deſtroying 
Cityes, and laying Nations wlſte before 
him, Blazing Stars were ſeen preceding 
and portending thofe miſerable Times. 
In like manner, when the Saracens (the 
firſt Wo-Trumper ) and the' Twrks ( the 


Bellimala fiena C onete. Tibul, 


Ch. 9. 27.) was portended by a fearful 


u 


» Stella aelncebis Gladij mortalibus index, Sibyl, Or. I. 3- > 


(econd. .. 
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{4 ſecond VVo-Trumper, propheſied of in . 
of the Revelation) were let looſe upon the 
1 Apoſtare Chriſtian VVorld, Blazing 
n{ Starres, and Fearful Sights in heaven did 
yl precede thoſe woful Dayes. And are 
ul] there not ſome alive, and here before the 
Lord this day, that can remeryber the bl/s- 
al zing Star which appeared in the 9th. and 
1-\ in the 10th Moneths, inthe Year 1618, 
dj and the next Year began that. unhap 
nj VVar in Germany, which proved fo fatal 
4-1 tothe Proteſtant Intereſt there. 
1-1 Thus have we (cen whar Judgements 
ic} and Calamityes, Fearful Sights in heaven 
ef are commonly the Preſages of. . As for 
ie] that S1G N in heaven, now appearing, 
gf (which hath occaſtongd me to (peak this 
ref Word ar this time ) what Calamityes 
ig] may be portended thereby, which of the 
$1 Judgements mentioned, or whether all of 
hel them be nor thereby preſaged, I ſhall nor 
he ſay ; but leaye ir. unto God'and Time to 
diſcoyer. Only in general, we have 
cauſe to fear, that fweeping Judgements 
are thercby ſignified; that the Lord is 
A coming 
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Zoming down from Heaven: vvith a lon 
Beefomof Deſtruction, which ſhall Cates 
zway 2 world of Sinners before it. 
-2-Tconclude-with-a word of Application: | 
Nor would I ſpc:k any thing, bur the 
words of Truth and foberne(s, as beco- 
meth a Meſſenger of Chriſt ro doe, when 
ſpcaking in His Name. | 


® USE. Let us hence be Exhorted to aps 
prove onr ſelves as thoſe that are undey tht 
ſolemn, awful Warnings of God, ought to ds; 
I need not lay ( for every one knows it ) 
that there is a Fearful Sight and Sign aps 
pearing in the heavens : Such a formida- 
ble Blazing: #tar, as that the like hath 
{cldom been oblerved. It concerns us 
then, to hearken to the yoice of the Lord 
therein; who by ſuch tremendous Sights 
- is ſpeaking awfully to the children of 
Men. _ Hear then. Heaven's Alarm this 
day, Youwill (ay, But what ſhould we 
now do? What doth the Lord expect from 
5, when there are ſuch dreadful Preſagesof 
Evils coming upon the World? + 

; | » Anja 
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Anſw. 1. It now concerns us to be awa- 
kened out of all Security, Thar's one of 
God's ends ( his declared end ) in cau- 
ſing ſuch Fearful Sights ro be taken notice 
of, that ſo he might awaken a ſecure flee- 
ping World. And indeed the Lord ma» 
nifcſts his Goodneſs and Compaſſon to- 
wards ſinful Creatures therein, It was 4 
pious Speech of that w Emperour, who 
beeing ſomewhat 
terrified ar the Eight » Ejus Clementian lau- 
of a Blazing: terre, 10 ny od ren 
{ud to thoſe about mnatur indicijs, Carolus 
hm, Let us admire gin: loom, 
the C ementy of that ni flius. 
God, who before Fle 
(mites it {Zi cauſeth ſuch Srons in heaven, that 
ſe Le mizht awaken us out of our Security. 
O let us beware of crying Peace, Peace, 
-- orip Day ot Deſtruction is at hands 
O take heed of sleeping, and dreaming 
of nothing bur worldly Prof (pany at ſuch 
a Time as this. When the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt bad told his Diſciples, thag cala- 
mirous-+imes Wikircoming, and mentt- 
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oned the Signs and Preſages thereof, He 
bids them Watch therefore, Luk. 21, 
36. Let us not then pleaſe our ſelves, 
with imagining that ſuch Fearful Sights 
are Signs of Mercy only, and not of Judze- 
ment. The comrary unto which Opini- 
on, hath b:zen confirmed by more than 
two iwndred Inſtances x. Men are cx- 
ES cceding apt to in- 
x Camiuatur Heidfeld, terpret (ach things 
Sphynx Philoſoph, p. 1057, « , 3 
Univer/ali Experientia, WG 1n 4 Way OL IaVOUT 
bom;zum conſenſu, prejudicz= tO themſelyes, 
tum ef, Cometas Mmanngs mu | 
tatioues portexdere, Voet. when norhi ns leſs 
Dip. de fienis p. 929, is intended there- 
by, So when 
theſe Fearſul Sights and Signs in heaven; 
which my Tex: ſpeaketh of, were ſcen at 
Ternſalem, the Fews did interpret them as 
o8d4 Omeas to themſelyess and as omi- 


nous of Deſtruction to their Enemies. 


þ- .xThe Prodigies in Germany * were looked 
6, wa... 


upon by the Proteſtants 2s 
* rid. Clark's Signs of Deliverance unto 
er". them, and of Deſtruftion 
P, 3il- Co kD ap . ' 
9 Lacir knemics. But alaſs! 
the 
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the Event was quite otherwiſe, And ler 
us not make our ſelyes ſecure, by ſaying 
or thinking, that the Lord by ſuch fearful . 
$izhts ſpeaks to others enely, and nor unto 
w. As Veſpafianthe Emperour, when z 
there was a long hairy Comet 

ſeen, he did bur deride at it, 2 Teftante 
and make a Joke of it, ſay- =O 
ing, That it concerned the Parthians that 


| wore long hair, and not him, who was 


bald : bur within a Year, Yeſpaſian him- 
ſelf { and not the Parthian ) dyed, Such 
fearful Sights are uſually Signs, thar thoſe 
Judgements, which are ( as Tertullian 
ſpeaks ) 7ouſure humani zeners, God's 
ſharp Razors on Mankind, whereby He 
doth poll; his Sythe, whereby He doth 
ſhear down multitudes of ſinful Creatures, 
doe draw near : In which reſpe&, there is 
no doubt to be made of it, bur that God 
by this Blazing-Zar, is ſpeaking to other 
Places, and not to New- England onely:; 
Andit may be, He is declaring ro that ge- 
neration of haity Scalps, wao go on {till 
in their Treſpaſſes, that the day of theit 
"ws Ca Cilamity 
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mity isat hand, and that the things which 
{ha} come upon ithem make haſte. / ſtranze 
Sizh: corn beroken ſtrange Puniſhment 
coming pon thoſe that have been prodi 

Sicas workers of Iniquity, Yet Jet not us 
promile to wn (clves nothing but Proſpe- 
rity in the doleful & the bitter 7 Jay, when 
there (hall be Lamentation generally, I 
atn periwaded, thar the floods of great 
water are coming, TI am per{waded that 
God is about to open the windows of 
heaven, and to po un down the Cutrath 
of his Wrath, ere rhis Generation ( where- 
in Atheiſm and Profaneneſy are come to 
ſuch a procigious height ) I fay, ere rhis 
Generation 15 -palled away, Gur Tha 
reaſon have we to think that no drops of 
the fatal Storm ſhall come near to us? If 
we ſo conclude, we may provoke the 
Lord to (ay, 7he Sinners of my People ſhall 
dye by the Sword, who jay, The Evil ſhall 
z0t overtake us mer prevert us, To be 
awakened out of Security, and trembling- 
ly to wait for the good Pleaſure of God, 


Fatcver it may be, is the moſt, likely 
way 
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way to find Reſt in the day of Troubles, 
So did the Prophet find it, Z7ab. 3. 16, 
When I heard, my belly trembled, my lips 
quivered, I trembied in my ſelf, that 7 might 
reſk in the Day of Trouble, When the 
:hundring voice of ſudgement was heard, 
his heart ir. mbled at ir, ſo did he find Reſt 
n ihc Day oi I rouble. 


2. This ſhould put us upon preparing for 
another Day of Trouble. And this ſhould 
we do the rather, fince the Changes por- 
tended by this Comet, are like to come 
þeedily as well as certainly., Joſeph ſaid 
:'0 Pharaoh, For that the | 'ream is doubled, 
't #s becauſe the thing ts eſtabliſhed by God, 
God will ſhortly bring it to paſs.Gen. 41.32 
Doth not the doubled Appearance of this 
Fearful Sight in the heavens (peak as 
nuch? Let us then prepare for Trou- 
We. We ſhovid not onely expe&t it ; but 
0 expect it, as to prepare for it, Cer- 
ainly we have reeſon ſotodo. If there 
14d been no Blazing: ſtar, yet upon other 
Iccounts, we haye cauſe to expe and 
m—_ C ; prepare 
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prepare.for an#ther Day of Trouble, which 
ſeems to be haſtning upon thee O NZ WW- 
ENGLAND, and upon thee, O BQO« 
STON! The Sins which are amongft 
us, are ſurer and blacker Signs of Judge- 
ment, than any Signs in heaven, that we 
may think of, I ſay the Sins, the Pride, 
the P rofaneneſs, the Worldlineſs, the gene- 
ral Se:urity and 7aiquity that prevaileth 
amongſt us, Eſpecially conſidering how 
little good all former Judgements and 
Diſpenſarions haye done upon vs, What 
Fiery Deſolations hath the Lord made a- 
mongſt us? The Lord hath been roaring 
out of Soy. Such roaring Judgements 
have been amongſt us, as that the Reporc 
of them hath been heard afar off, Sword, 
Death, and Fire. But ( alaſs! O Lord 
God ) may itnot be ſaid concerring the 
generality of men, They return not to 
Him that hath becn ſmiting of them? 
They are the ſame fince the War, finge 
the Smali- Pox, fince the Fires, that they 
were before, Ah! what will come next? 
We have cauſe roexpeR, and it yyill be 


* 
our” 
——_ 


T's the World. Jr 
our vviſdom to prepare for a4xaher -_ of. 
Trouble ſeven times greater than the for- 
mer. Trgrieveth meto ſpeak thus, butT 
cannot forbear. I feel that the Word of 
the Lord is like a fire in a mans bones, 
and it will break our. The Lord Ged 
hath ſpoken, who can but propheſy? And 
now know for certain, that if deſtroying 
Judgements and Death overtake any in 
their Sins, and ſweep them avyay to Hell, 
their blood (hall be upon their own heads. 
For the Lord hath fired his Beacon in the 
heavens, among the Stars of God there 
the Fearful Sight is not yet out of fighr, 
The VWarning-piece in heaven is going 
off, now then if the Lord diſcharge his 
Maurderinz-pieces from on high, and men 
be found in their Sins, unfit for Death, 
their blood ſhall be upon them. They 
had Warning given them that the Sword 
was a coming: Lo, the Lord himſelf gave 
them the warning ; but rhey would not 
take vyarning, their blood ſhall be upon 
them, Morcover, it Troubles ſhould 
$9 come, yet i; yvill be vviſdom to pte- 
G pare 
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ue for them. If the Lord, after Hee 

ath ſent his Angel to ſtand with a drawn 
Sword over Jeruſalem, ſhould be entrea- 
ted to ſpare us, yet it will never do us hurt 
to prepare for the moſt deadly Arroxs of 
Amiction that may light upon us, vyhil(t 
in this Vale of Tears. 

3. We ſhould do what in us lyes to divert 
thoſe Fudgements, which ſeem to be impen- 
ding, and blazing over our heads, "This 
word of Comfort, I may ſafely ſpeak, 
The Lord's Threatenings are not abſolute x 
but conditional. So far as we in thele ends 
of the Earth, theſe goings down of the 
Sun, are ſpoken unto, by this $izn in the 
heavens, it is poſſible we may c{cape the 
Evils threatened thereby, it we duely 
hearken to the Voice of God therein, 
Fer. 18. 7,8. At what time [ (peak concer- 
ning a Nation & concerning a Kingaome, to 
plack up, and to pull down, and te deſtroy it : 
if that Nation againſt whom 7 have pro- 
nounced, turn from their Evil, 7 will repent 

of the Evil that I thought to doe unto them. 
So that when defolanngJudgements arg 
bY _ threatned, © 
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threatned, either by the Word, or by the 
awful Works of God, thoſe denuncia- 
tions of \Vrath are not abſelute, but cond: - 
110ual, Tt Repenrance intervene, the E- 
vils whic t otherwiſe mutt be looked ior, 
may be diveried. See therefore er. 36 
3,7. It may be the houſe of Judah will hear 
all the Evil which 1 pur; oſe 10 do unto them, 
that they may retura tv.ry man from his evil 
way, Ay, a general Repentance 1s that 
which will do, if every man turn from his 
evil way, that / mar [12:7 19% iniquity 
and their © + 62 they will preſent 
their Supp! Si 088 | efore the Lord, &c. 


"This is thar which the Lord would haves 


therefore He ſaith, I'le ſtir up the ſpirir of 
my Miniſters and Ambaſſadors, that rhey 
ſhall declare and denounce my Judge- 
ments agaiuſt a ſinful Generation. 7+ may 
be they will hear. And Ile ſpeak by awtul 
Signs from heaven, that may be as Hee 
raulds to proclaim V/7ath and Wo to the ' 
World, 1t may be they will hear, and then 
ſhall their fins be forgiven. You will 


(ay, Þut what ſhall we do, that ſo the Tudge- 
| ments 
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ments which are blazing over us, may be dj- 
werted from us? Anſw. Pray, and cry 
mightily ro Heaven, For this let every 
one that is godly pray unto the Lord in a 
time wherein He may be found, and be- 
fore the Floods of great waters come nigh 
unto us- Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having 
warned his Diſciples of approaching Ca- 
lamityes, He concludeth yvicth an Exhor- 
ration unto Prayer, Luk, 21 36. Pray al- 
w4y2s, that you may be acconnted worthy ts 
eſcape ali thefe chings that ſhall come to paſs. 
Prayer may do much toward the averting 
of wrathtul Judgements and Deſolations, 
When the Lord threatned to bring Famin 
and Deftructio.: upon his People, Amos 
fellto praying ; and God ſaid, This ſhall 
not be, this Judgement and thteatned de- 
folation ſh31l not be. Amos 7, 3, 6.. O 
then, let us deprecate impending Judge- 
ments. Do vve fſce the Sword blazing 
over us? Let it put us upon crying to 
God, that that Judgement may be diver- 
red, and not return upon us again ſo ſpee- 
diy. Do vyec ſe the Arrows i $i 
Encc 
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lence and Death blazivs oyer us? Oh! 
Pray that the deſtroying Angel may not 
be (ent to vyalk in darkneſs, and to vvaſte 
at noon day. Doth God threaten our 
very Heayens? O pray unto Him, that 
He vyould not take away Stars and ſend 
Comets to ſacceed them. Pray that the 
Lord Jcſus, vyho holds the Stars in His 
right Hand, may continue thoſe in the 
Firmament of his Churches ( the Heaven 
yvhich his o:vn Hand hath planted ) who 
are indeed Stars, vvilling to impart the 
Light vvhich they have received from 
Chriſt, unto his Pcople : and that wan- 
dring Stars, blazing Stars, ſeducing Spirits 
may never com: in theitFoom. I am 
not vyithout fear, that this vvill at laſt be 
the Judgement of God upon New England 
and upon theſe Churches. Pray - it 
may never be- And our Supplications 
ſhould be attended yvith deep F/umiliati- 
on, Leph, 2. 2,7. Gather your ſelves toge- 
ther, h.e. Come before the Lord in a 
vvay of publick, ſolemn Humiliation, 68+ 
faieuhe decree, i, 6, the Judgement _— 
an 
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andthreatned, ering forth, before the fierce 
anger of the Lord come upon you, before the 
day of the Lord's anger come upon you : ſeek 
the Lord -— Jt may be yet tnall be bid in 
the day of the T.ord's anger. Thus then, 
ſhould we do in this day, vvhen there are 
ſuch dark & angry Clouds hanging over 
our heads; and vyve know not tow ſoon 
they may break upon us. And truly, if 
our LeE&ures, were, ſome oi them, turned 
into dayes of Prayer, at ſuch 2 time as this, 
it is no more than yyhat there is cauſe for. 
And there is one thing, more, that ſhould 
in ſpecial be remembred by us; a thing 
that hath been much talk'd of z but little 
hath been done in it, that is, Reformation ! 
Reformation! When the Prophet Jonah 
yvas ſent of God to preach and ſay, 7et 
forty dayes, and Nineyeh ſha/l be deſtroyed - 
that was a more awful Sign ot Delolation, 
than ifthey had ſeen a BlazingFay hang- 
ing over the City, menacing the Ruize 
thereof : Yet vvhen they repented, and 
reformed ( though it yyas but an exterral 


Reformation ) the Lord ſpared they,” 
forty 
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*orty years longer. Ah! New-England, 
vil: thou not do more then Nineveh? ſhall 
here not be ſornuch 25 an external Refor- 
mation of thofe things thar provoke the 
glorious yes of Heaven? Will not 
he haugiry Daughters of Sion, reform 
heh Pride 1n Apparel? Will they have 
rhe Aitire of an Fiarlot? Will they lay 
out their Hair, and wear their falſe Locks, 
their Borders, and Towers like Comets, 
abour their heads? Will they do fo, un- 
tl] God fend his Arrows from Heaven, 
to ſmire them down into the Grave,where 
the dayes of [Darkneſs {| tall be many ? 
And ſhall there be (till ſuch A multitude of 
Licenſed Drinking- [Houſes ( and Town» 
dwellers frequenting them ) ro the Shame 
of Bojtou, and to the intamy of New- 
Enzland; notwirl LR: 2naing the Teſtimony 
winch God, and his Servants have giyc 
againſt Ir? How then (hall we think t.: 
eſcape in the Day of tie Lord's Anger :: 
2 Refs rmatien, fo much 25 in theſe Exter 
1, which it is fo caſy to reform, will noi 
pe obtair:.!- O Return, Return "_ 
Tac 
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the Lord. And in that way let us betake 
our ſelves unto the ſhading Wings of 
the Lord Jeſus! Do we not hear Him 
ſpeaking to us, as ſometimes unto Feraſe- 
dem? Mat. 23. 37. O Jerafalem, Jeruſa- 
lem, how often would Thave gathered thee, 
a an Hen her Chickens #ndey her wings. 
Siith the Lord, The'Roman Ezgles, thoſe 
birds of prey, are haſtening upon you : 
But if you would haye come under 
My Wings, you ſhould have been ſafe 
enough. Even fo, doth notthe Lord ſay, 
O New Enzland! New FEneland! coſt thou 
not know that the birds of prey are de- 


ks... Honing to devour thee? But wy Wings 


'arc broad enough to ſecure and fhelice 
thee, when the black and ſtormy tempeſt 
ſhallbreak upon the World, It vve be 
faunda praying, an humble, a reforming 
Pcople, vvce need not doubt but that 
Under the shadow of Hus Wings, we 5hall 
make our Refuge, untill the Calamity be 
wverpair. 
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